
BRIDGE TO COLLEGE
For students with Autism Spectrum Disorder 
and other special needs

SUMMER 2021

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Montgomery County Community College is proud to 
continue its commitment to serve the community by 
providing a highly supportive six-week college readiness 
program for high functioning, college-bound, academically 
capable students with Autism Spectrum Disorder and 
other special needs.

The Bridge to College Program has successfully changed 
the lives of students for more than 10 years and continues 
to provide a comprehensive “prepare for college” learning 
experience.

The Bridge to College Program is structured into three 
sections:

Bridge to College I (BTC I) is designed for a student’s 
first interaction with a college. It enables the student to 
experience the atmosphere of a college over a six-week 
period. Students attend classes four days a week, which 
are composed of two sessions per day. The morning class 
focuses on enabling students to strengthen their social 
interaction, communication and advocacy skills, develop 
coping strategies and emotional regulation, and practice 

organizational, daily living and problem-solving skills. After 
a lunch break, the students participate in a two-credit 
Career Development course. 

Bridge to College II (BTC II) is designed for students who 
successfully complete BTC I and are ready to begin taking 
college classes independently. Students register for and 
select a morning two- or three-credit course with the 
assistance of the BTC office. After lunch, they participate 
in a group support and learning enhancement session, 
in which students are assisted in clarifying morning 
coursework, discussing issues and concerns encountered 
from the morning class, and improving skills such as study 
habits, time management, organization, team building and 
career choices. This session is not a homework period.  
BTC II provides students with the opportunity to 
implement skills they’ve developed in BTC I.

Bridge To College III (BTC III) is designed for a student who 
has completed BTC II, taken a course independently, needs 
further support for continued success and/or is struggling 
with developing certain skills.  Students will register for a 
credit class through the BTC office.

CURRICULUM
Bridge to College is a structured program combining 
lecture, discussion, experiential learning and participation 
in learning activities in small groups. The program 
encompasses key college readiness skill areas in goal-
setting, organization, time management, self advocacy, 
stress management and team building. Students must 
adhere to and meet all program requirements including 
attendance and submit all coursework and assignments 
on time.

Prerequisite: The decision to accept a student into the 
Bridge to College Program is based on a student’s high 
school record, academic ability, teacher recommendations 
and a student’s desire to pursue post-secondary 
education.

Recognition of Completion: A certificate of completion will 
be awarded to each participant by Montgomery County 
Community College for attending, actively participating in 
and successfully completing the six-week program.

INTRODUCTION
Montgomery County Community College offers the 
Bridge to College Program to high functioning high 
school juniors, seniors and recent high school graduates, 
with special needs including Autism Spectrum Disorder.

The program is designed to help students develop the 
skills necessary to make a successful transition from high 
school to college. Specifically, the program:

• provides assistance to reduce anxiety often
associated with a major life change such as
beginning college

• helps students develop the social and
organizational skills necessary to promote
independent functioning in college

Montco is committed to the continued development and 
expansion of this program in order to meet the growing 
needs of surrounding communities.



COURSE INFORMATION
Location 
In person classes at Blue Bell Campus are contingent 
upon COVID-19 updates, check mc3.edu/virus for 
semester course delivery announcements. If it is  
not safe to have in-person classes, all classes will  be 
held in a synchronous online format via Zoom.  
For more information about online learning, please visit  
mc3.edu/online. For more details and the most up-to-
date information, please contact Bridge to College  
Advisor Denise Garrigus.

Dates 
July 6 – August 16, 2021, Monday - Thursday

Time 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM (lunch is provided)

Closing Ceremony 
August 16, 1:15 PM

Tuition 
$3,000 for Montgomery County residents or $3,500 for 
out-of-county students

The program includes tuition and fees for the college 
course and support program, books and lunch. Students 
must arrange their own transportation if classes are held 
in person.

TESTIMONIALS

“It was very informative and thought-provoking 
and it helped me understand what college will be 
like, better than any other program of its kind  
could have.”

— BTC Student

“We would like to express our gratitude for 
our son’s experience in your Bridge to College 
I program... Not only did he pick up on some 
academic and social skills, he left the program 
confident in himself and with validation that he 
can succeed in college.”

—Parent

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY
In the event a course is cancelled by the College, every 
attempt will be made to enroll the student in another 
course, or a full tuition refund will be issued. If the student 
elects to drop the course, a refund will be calculated based 
on the date it was dropped.

• Prior to the first day of the semester, the
student will receive a full refund of tuition
and fees.

• To the day prior to the end of 10 percent of
scheduled instruction, 100 percent of tuition
will be refunded; there is no refund of fees.

• To the day prior to the end of 20 percent of
scheduled instruction, 50 percent of tuition will
be refunded; there is no refund of fees.

• Thereafter, no refunds will be issued.

PAYMENT PLAN
Tuition may be paid in two installments. The first payment, 
50 percent of tuition, is due at the time of registration.  
The balance is due July 26, 2021. 

To enroll in the payment plan, email payment@mc3.edu 
after notification of acceptance into the program.

Denise Garrigus 
Bridge to College Advisor  

Montgomery County Community College 
340 DeKalb Pike, Parkhouse Hall 67 

Blue Bell, PA 19422 
215-619-7403

dgarrigu@mc3.edu

mc3.edu




